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the fact that the Church should be State established whereas
the Chapel was self-supporting, the burden of tithes and the
innumerably bad conditions of both service and housing
under which the labourer was forced to live And since all
these things were argued passionately and men risked much
for them, it has taken me a considerable time to work out
why I, in my small mind as fiercely angered by accounts of
injustice and as eager to do something about it, should never
have dreamt of considering our own village as under the heel
of a tyranny and our Heathley neighbours the slaves of a
vicious system Such tyrannies might happen in nearby
parishes but somehow it never occurred to me that they were
happening in ours

Take Wortley, for example, and a happening that was often
quoted A labourer was standing one evening by the Park
gate near the school and his headgear was one of those twin-
peaked sporting caps which keepers always wore The
parson went by and the man gave him a good-evening The
parson went on and then came back

el noticed you didn't touch your cap to me/ he said

The man gave him a look, and then, I imagine, smiled
dryly, as he pulled off his cap and showed it

'You see this here hat, sir? It used to have two peaks
once Fve pulled one on'em off salutin you and the squire
and I'm damned if Fm a-goin to pull the t'other one off for
nobodyf'

The parson reported to the right quarter and the man was
sacked straightaway That meant eviction from his cottage,
but good friends were aware of his predicament and he was
found work in a village some miles away

But Wortley was Wortley and Heathley was Heathley And
then within a year or two of my coming home, something did
happen which changed everything That my father might
suffer for his Radicalism had never occurred to me, and when
it happened it came as very much of a shock But let me
make one thing clear I still had my affection for the Reverend
and my awe of and respect for Squire Finch It was neither
of those who brought home to me the fact that politics were
not merely words It was a newcomer to the village, and for
years we were to be that rare anomaly, a village with two
squires

Squire Finch, who owned practically all Heathley, had no